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Fairbairn, and would listen to that great man's
tour-long discourses without moving an eyelid.
"Wit is his most sparkling characteristic ; and
there are few companies of talkers among whom
he is not the wittiest, his laugh will change
the mood of the gravest men, just as his smile
has been known to affect the attitude of immense
multitudes. And yet wit is not his greatest gift.
I should place higher that power of insight into
deep truths which he will display in sympathetic
company. Generally the theme of this insight
will be politics; and there is no subject which
he is more swift to illuminate with telling phrase.
In these moods he will seem to be looking at all
parties, and even at himself, from the outside.
It is an extraordinary gift of detachment, literary
and artistic in its nature, and peculiarly rare in
a party politician. It goes with a Celtic love of
whimsical paradox, like the talk of a man at his
ease, a little disturbing to the strait sect of the
faithful party men.
But it will not always be politics that his mind
plays on in this manner. In moments of relaxa-
tion he will take a wider range. Sometimes it
will be this very subject of religion, which is
never very far absent from his thoughts. *e Chris-
tianity/^ he said to me once," is like a gold-mine.
We are always imagining that it is exhausted,
and that no more gold can come out of it. Then
humanity digs a little deeper, and it always comes
across a fresh seam/' He always seems to be
digging a little deeper himself.
His judgments of great men who came before
always just a little inclined to severity, per-